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High School Study Guide for “Funny You Should Ask... Tim Gamble”

This study guide and answer key are designed to prompt deeper thought and discussion.
l. Overview and Comprehension

1. Summary Questions a. Summarize Tim Gamble’s early life and how it shaped his perspective on
resilience and self-reliance. b. Describe some key work-life experiences mentioned in the memoir. What do these
anecdotes reveal about corporate culture and personal determination? c. Outline Tim’s travels and adventures.
How do these experiences contribute to the overall narrative?

2. Detail-Oriented Questions a. What role does humor play throughout the memoir? Provide two examples
from the text. b. Identify one pivotal momentin the memoir and explain its significance in shaping Tim’s life
philosophy.

Il. Thematic Analysis

3. Philosophical Themes a. How does the memoir address the tension between freedom and societal

control? b. Discuss the theme of personal responsibility. What does Tim mean by “if it is to be, it is up to me”?

4. Cultural and Historical Context a. In what ways does the memoir reflect the cultural and social changes
in mid-20th century America? b. How do technological and economic transitions (e.g., the shift from analog to
digital photography, evolving work environments) appear in Tim’s narrative?

5. Societal Implications a. What criticisms does Tim offer regarding bureaucracy and corporate culture? b.
How does the memoir explore issues of economic hardship and the pursuit of the American Dream?

lll. Writing Style and Narrative Voice

6. Narrative Technique a. Describe the narrative voice used in the memoir. How does its conversational and
candid tone affect the reader’s experience? b. What is the impact of Tim’s use of detailed, stream-of-
consciousness anecdotes on the overall storytelling?

7. Comparative Analysis a. Whose writing style does Tim’s memoir most resemble (mention at least one
contemporary writer)? Explain the similarities in tone, structure, or content. b. How might the style be both a
strength and a potential drawback for different types of readers?

IV. Reflective and Critical Thinking

8. Personal Reflection a. Which themes or anecdotes resonated most with you, and why? b. How can Tim’s
reflections on personal responsibility and learning from failure be applied to challenges in your own life?

9. Debate and Discussion a. Who do you think is most likely to benefit from reading this memoir, and who
might feel alienated or hurt by its content? Provide reasons based on the text. b. Discuss whether the memoir’s
unfiltered honesty and raw style contribute to its message or detract from its accessibility.

10. Overall Impact a. What is the lasting message or moral that Tim Gamble seems to offer? b. In what ways
does this memoir challenge conventional ideas about success, happiness, and personal growth?



Answer Key
l. Overview and Comprehension

1. Summary Answers a. Tim’s early life is marked by humble beginnings, familial financial struggles, and
early responsibilities that instilled in him a resilient, self-reliant spirit. His childhood adventures and hardships
taught him the value of perseverance and resourcefulness. b. Key work-life experiences include his journey
through corporate cultures—navigating bureaucratic challenges, witnessing exploitative practices, and confronting
rigid management systems. These anecdotes reveal both the absurdities of corporate life and the importance of
personal determination in overcoming obstacles. c. Tim recounts extensive travels—hitchhiking across America,
encountering diverse communities, and even international adventures. These journeys serve to underscore his
belief in embracing life’s unpredictability and learning from diverse human experiences.

2. Detail-Oriented Answers a. Humor is a central tool that Tim uses to cope with and reflect on life’s
challenges. For example, he uses self-deprecating humor when describing corporate misadventures and employs
witty commentary during travel mishaps, turning even painful experiences into moments of levity. b. A pivotal
moment might be when he confronts a major setback in his corporate career—learning that personal responsibility
and unconventional thinking can challenge rigid systems. This moment encapsulates his philosophy that setbacks
are learning opportunities and are integral to personal growth.

Il. Thematic Analysis

3. Philosophical Themes Answers a. The memoir contrasts the freedom found in travel and self-directed
living with the societal pressures of conformity and corporate control. Tim’s personal adventures are imbued with a
desire to remain independent, despite the pull of structured, hierarchical systems. b. Personal responsibility is a
core theme; Tim’s assertion “if it is to be, it is up to me” suggests that individuals must take charge of their
destinies rather than waiting for external circumstances to change. It reflects a belief in the power of self-
determination and proactive behavior.

4., Cultural and Historical Context Answers a. Tim’s memoir reflects mid-20th century America through its
depictions of post-war optimism, the counterculture movement, and the rise and fall of the American Dream. His
experiences capture the shift from communal support to increasing institutional control. b. Technological
transitions are evident in his shift from film to digital photography, symbolizing broader societal changes.
Economic challenges and evolving work environments further contextualize his narrative, highlighting both
opportunities and constraints of the era.

5. Societal Implications Answers a. Tim criticizes bureaucratic and corporate systems for stifling individual
creativity and punishing those who dare to challenge the status quo. His anecdotes often reveal a system that
values conformity over innovation. b. The memoir addresses economic hardship by detailing struggles with debt,
budgeting, and the challenges of achieving upward mobility. It questions the traditional American Dream by
showing that financial success often comes at personal or ethical costs.



lll. Writing Style and Narrative Voice

6. Narrative Technique Answers a. The narrative voice is conversational, self-aware, and candid. This
intimate tone draws readers in as if they’re listening to a personal conversation, lending authenticity and
immediacy to his experiences. b. Detailed, stream-of-consciousness anecdotes create a vivid, immersive reading
experience. This style can make the narrative feel authentic and relatable, though it may also overwhelm readers
who prefer more concise storytelling.

7. Comparative Analysis Answers a. Tim’s writing style is reminiscent of David Sedaris—both use humor,
candid self-reflection, and detailed anecdotal storytelling to discuss personal experiences and cultural
observations. There are also hints of Bill Bryson’s observational travel memoir style. b. While this style is engaging
for readers who appreciate raw, unfiltered storytelling and humor, it might frustrate those who prefer a more
polished or tightly edited narrative.

IV. Reflective and Critical Thinking

8. Personal Reflection Sample Answers a. Answers will vary. For instance, a reader might say the theme of
learning from failure resonated because it affirms that mistakes are part of growth. Another reader might connect
with the celebration of freedom through travel. b. Many can apply the idea of personal responsibility by recognizing
that setbacks are opportunities for learning, encouraging proactive problem-solving rather than waiting for change
to come from external sources.

9. Debate and Discussion Sample Answers a. Helped: Readers who value resilience, humor, and
authenticity will benefit from Tim’s candid insights. Hurt: Those who strongly identify with conventional corporate
or traditional values might feel attacked by his critiques of bureaucracy and societal norms. b. Some may feel that
the memoir’s unfiltered honesty deepens its impact by exposing real-life struggles, while others might see the raw
style as unrefined or overly abrasive, potentially alienating those who favor more formal narratives.

10. Overall Impact Sample Answers a. The lasting message is that life is unpredictable and challenging—but
through personal responsibility, adaptability, and humor, one can navigate even the toughest situations. It’s a call
to embrace life’s imperfections and continuously learn from our experiences. b. The memoir challenges
conventional ideas by showing that success isn’t just about following the rules; it’s about resilience, innovation,
and sometimes bending the rules to create change. It questions whether societal definitions of success truly bring
happiness or fulfillment.

Notes:
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